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Message from the Dean 
August 2003 - A new era begins 

 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
SERD-News aims to communicate to the SERD community 
about academic initiatives and activities conducted by the 
SERD faculty, staff and students. All of us are invited to 
contribute news to the SERD-News editor, Dr. Rajendra P. Shrestha, who has kindly 
volunteered to serve in this important capacity. 
 
The SERD-News, to be featured in electronic form, will come out once a semester 
initially. Your comments on the SERD-News and suggestions for its improvement are 
most welcome. 
 
Yours truly, 
Chongrak Polprasert 
Professor and Dean 
School of Environment, Resources and Development (SERD) 
Asian Institute of Technology 
P. O. Box 4 Klong Luang 
Pathumthani 12120 
Thailand 
E-mail: chongrak@ait.ac.th 
 

Editor’s Note 
 
In the beginning of the year, when the current SERD promotion committee met for the first time to discuss about the 
SERD promotion activities, it was also discussed that we will continue SERD-News in the electronic form with two 
issues a year. We were planning to bring out the first issue as the first half-year issue in July and that was the reason, 
sometime in the middle of May, I requested all the faculty colleagues to send me the news you want to share through 
the SERD-News. Due to some reason, we did not succeed but I suppose that was for the good as it is coming as the 
August issue, the first issue, with the beginning of the very first in semester system. 
 
Though this issue appears much as the summary of the SERD activities starting January and until now, as the SERD 
Dean noted in his message, we aim to take it as the platform to enhance our communication about academic, 
research and development oriented initiatives within the SERD family. You are cordially invited to express your views 
and share the experiences through the SERD-News. 
 
With your permission, let me share the two meetings I attended last month. The first was an Expert meeting on 
Development of Institutional Mechanism for Environmental Management and Sustainable Development, participated 
by six Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) Governments, multilateral organizations, and (I)NGOs, to review the existing 
institutional mechanism, to identify the constraints of implementing National Sustainable Development Strategies 
(NSDS) in the GMS countries, and possible ways of action to overcome those constraints. The second meeting on 
National and Subregional Environmental Performance Assessment in GMS discussed about the planned initiatives on 
development of sustainable development indicators, including environmental indicators, and the mechanism to 
facilitate the environmental performance review. Personally, I would see it as the greater commitment of the 
countries in achieving the sustainable development while AIT and SERD have the greater roles to play in capacity 
building to help achieve those objectives. 
 
Please send in your information you want to share with the community, your views you want to voice, and the 
suggestions to improve the SERD-News. 
 
With best wishes, 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Rajendra 
rajendra@ait.ac.th 
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At the luncheon hosted for Mr. Noakes, from left,
Mr. Sanjeev Jayasinghe, Prof. Chongrak
Polprasert, Dean SERD; Mr. Robert Noakes, Prof.
Mario T. Tabucanon, Provost; Mr. Jean-Philippe
Thouard, Assistant to the President; AIT President
Jean-Louis Armand, Prof. Gothom Arya, Registrar
and Prof. Athapol Noomhorm of SERD. 
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SERD has started to organize series of colloquia to 
provide an informal platform for researchers in the 
similar field of interest to exchange experiences and 
visions on their ongoing activities. The first in series was 
"Natural Systems for Water Pollution Control" held on 
February 20, 2003. The topics presented were: 

• Overview and Future Perspectives (by Prof. 
Chongrak Polprasert, Dean SERD) 

Systems (by Dr. Ol
• Potentials of Natu

• A Case Study on Constructed Wetlands at Haad 
Yai Municipality, Songkla Province (by Dr. 
Somsak Boromthanarat, ITCZM) 

• Case Study on Constructed Wetlands for Septage 
Treatment (by Dr. Thammarat Koottatep, EEM) 

• A Case Study on Anaerobic Ponds (by M

ie ce on Engineering Practice 

nar entitled “From Positivistic Industrialization to 
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d by Prof. Poul Harremoes, re
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Training workshop on Integrating 
environmental concerns into econ
d
 
The Urban Management Centre (UMC) / Urban 
Environmental Management  (UEM) Field of Study of 
SERD, AIT together with UN-ESCAP and the University of 
Wales-Cardiff has conducted the second training 
workshop on Integrating environmental concerns into 
economic decision making from 19 May to 20 June 2003. 
Forty eight participants from 17 countries partic
th

A scene from the ADB-AIT workshop

The objectives of this 
based workshop using t

a
with an introduction and a basic 
understanding of the concepts 
and issues related to Integrating 
Environmental Concerns into 
Economic decision making; 2) 
increase the understanding of 
the necessity and the difficulties 
in co-ordination among different 
agencies and stakeholders; and 
3) share experiences among 
participants in dealing with these 
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issues related to integrating environmental concerns into 
economic decision-making. 
 
 

SERD ACTIVITIES 
 
SERD Sport Day 
 
24 January 2003 was marked as SERD Sport Day with 
enthusiastic participation of SERD faculty, staff and 
students in different sport events.  
 
World Environment Day 

he SERD organized a half-day seminar on topics related 
documentary shows 

ay, June 5. The UN 
eme for the World Environment Day 2003 was “Water-

ying for It”. 

ized the Appreciation 
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esses in their future 
ndeavors. 

ongratulations to the following faculty members, who 
received SERD teaching awards 2003. 
 
Dr. Preeda Parkpian, EEM for the course ‘Toxic organics 
and trace metals in ecosystem’ in large class category 
 
Dr. Barbara Earth, GDS, Dr. Soparth Pongquan, RRDP, 
and Dr. Rucha Ghate, NRM for the course ‘Research 
Design and Methods’ in medium class category 
 
Dr. Ngyuen Thi Kim Oanh, EEM for the course ‘Design of 
ir pollution control systems’ in small class category 

en to Bio Process 
echnology Laboratory on the recommendation of 

 

es. Basic 
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, 2003.  

The visit was certainly a landmark achievement in the 

 
e-day field trip to 
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T
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to celebrate world environment d
th
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SERD Appreciation Day 
 
On June 20, 2003, the SERD organ
D
leaving SERD, get feed backs on
in
students and to appreciate faculty with teaching awards. 
Dr. B.W.E. Wickramanayake and Dr. R. Dale of RRDP 
and Dr. H. Demain of AARM were appreciated for their 
valuable contribution to SERD while they were faculty at 
SERD. The SERD family wishes succ
e
 

 

Dr. Wickramanayake Dr. Dale Dr. Demaine 

C
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The laboratory award of 2003 was giv
T
Laboratory Evaluation Panel. This is second consecutive 
year BPT has grabbed the award. Congratulation. 

Staff Training 
 
SERD is engaged to staff development activiti
c
for 10 days starting from February 18, 2003 and 
followed by an advanced computer training of 5 d
s

was to make secretaries efficient in computer usage and 
increase the capability of SERD staff. 
 
SERD led AIT Promotion Mission to 

As part of the on-going AIT promotion and student 
recruitment missions to targeted countries in order to 
rigorously market AIT Master's and Doctoral programs to 
potential candidates in ministries, universities, private 
and government sectors, the SERD led the AIT 
delegation comprising of Prof. Athapol Noomhorm, Chair 
of SERD Promotion Committee as team leader from 
ERD/FEBT, Mr. Sanjeev Jayasinghe oS

President and Mr. Kyaw Soe Hlaing, Alumni Rel
Officer, to visit Dhaka, Bangladesh on May 25-28

already well-established Cooperation Program between 
AIT and Bangladeshi Ministries. High level meetings with 
secretaries of various ministries were arranged and 
coordinated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA), 
Bangladesh, with the support of the Ambassador of 
Bangladesh to Thailand. Mr. S.M.H. Bokhari, President of 
AIT Alumni Association-Bangladesh and his executive 
committee members played key role in setting the 
mission successful. This certainly is a milestone of AIT 
alumni involvement in AIT promotion.  

SERD in Educational Fairs 
 
The SERD with the aim of attracting students from 
Thailand participated in four education fairs in January, 
May and August 2003. SERD also promoted itself in Bio 
Thailand, a magnificent event of Thailand in July 2003. 
The SERD plans to conduct mission visits to pre-
identified universities and academic institutions in this 
year. 
 
SERD Field Trip 

SERD is planning to organize on
P
treatment plant, constructed wetland managed under 
solid waste management royal project. 
 
Those who are interested to join the trip, please 
give your name to respective program secretary 
and contact Dean’s office for further information. 
 
SERD Alumni 

 

s a foreign associate to the US 

ded to an 
ngineer. Dr. Lohani was 

pment 
grated 

economic-cum-environmental sustainable development 
and social resources. 

eign associates 

Dr. Bindu N. Lohani, an AIT 
alumnus (EV’ 77) and the 
Secretary of the Asian 
Development Bank, was elected 
a
National Academy of Engineering 
in the field of environmental 
engineering, one of the highest 
distinctions to be awar

Dr. Lohani
e
recognized for the develo
of planning for inte

through the protection of natural 
Dr. Lohani is among the new nine for
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elected by the National Academy of Engineering (NAE) 
together with 77 new members, bringing the total U.S. 
membership to 2,138 and the number of foreign 
associates to 165. Academy membership honors those 
who have made “important contributions to engineering 
theory and practice, including significant contributions 
to the literature of engineering theory and practice.” 
Those who have demonstrated accomplishment in “the 
pioneering of new fields of engineering, making major 

e Royal Order of the Polar 

to promote 

advancements in traditional fields of engineering, or 
developing/implementing innovative approaches to 
engineering education” were also honored. 
 
Dr. Monthip Sriratana Tabucanon (EV’ 78), an AIT 
alumna and the Director General of Department of 
Environmental Quality Promotion, 
Ministry of Natural  
Resources and Environment, 
Royal Thai Government, was 
presented with the order of 
Member, First Class, of  
th
Star,“ by H.E. Swedish 
Ambassador Jan Axel Nordlander  
in recognition of her  
outstanding efforts 
cooperation between Sweden and 
Thailand in the fields of 
environment on 29 April 2003. 
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aculty and Staff 

The following faculty and staff members have joined the 
s and Development in 

 
Prof. Poul Harremoes, as a visiting professor, was with 

January 2003 term. 

sistant Professor in 

n the Pulp 

 of ASE and 
RM, is on sabbatical leave for a period of 6 months 

s currently continuing his 
research at the Indiana Unversity, USA.  

gust Semester and September Term 2003 

gricultural Systems and Engineering (ASE) 
. Prof. Naiqian Zhang P.R. China Visiting Professor 27 Aug. 2003-15 Oct. 2003 
. Dr. Sukh Dev Singh Burak India  Visiting Associate Professor 15 Oct. 2003-30 Nov. 2003 

 Nov. 2003 

quaculture and Aquatic Resources Management (AARM) 
ting Lecturer 18 Aug. 2003 -30 Nov. 2003 

ut . Scientist 

. Dr. B. Mohanty India Visiting Associate Professor 1 Sept. 2003-31 Dec. 2003 
1 Sept. 2003-31 Dec. 2003 

ing an me
. Prof. Gopal Mugeraya dia isiting Professor  Sept. 2003-3 0 Nov. 2003 

-Gyoo Shim Korea Visiting Professor 13 Sept.2003-12 Sept.2004 

ent Stud DS) 
. Prof. Ragnhild Lund Norway Visiting Professor 25 Oct. 2003-25 Nov. 2003 

ageme M) 
  

nd 

g (RRDP) Field of Study 
udel 

. Dr. Chandhana Indhapanya Thailand Adjunct Assistant Professor 18 Aug. 2003-4 Dec. 2003 

School of Environment, Resource
the year 2003.  

the Field of Study Environmental Engineering and 
Management (EEM) under the AIT-DTU Twinning 
Program for the 
Dr. Oleg V. Shipin, as an Associate Professor in the 
Environmental Engineering and Management (EEM) Field 
of Study from January 2003. Contact: Room W131, Ext. 
5632, E-mail: oshipin@ait.ac.th 
Dr. Rajendra P. Shrestha, as an As

Dr. Tabucanon 

the Natural Resources Management (NRM) Field of Study 
from January 2003. Contact: Room E103, Ext. 5602, E-
mail: rajendra@ait.ac.th  
Dr. Esa Viljakainen, as a Visiting Lecturer i
and Paper Technology (PPT) Field of Study seconded by 
the Government of Finland from January 2003. Contact: 
Room 221, Ext. 6689, E-mail: esa@ait.ac.th 
 
Sabbatical Leave 

Dr. Ganesh Shivakoti, an Associate Professor
N
starting 15 July 2003. He i

Prof. Vilas M. Salokhe 

2
3. Dr. Ajay Kumar Sharma India Visiting Associate Professor 1 Sept. 2003-30
 
A
1. Dr. Jharendu Pant Nepal Visi
2. Dr. Supranee Chinab Thailand Adjunct Senior Res 1 Sept. 2003-3 0 Nov. 2003 
 
Energy (E) 

   

1
2. Dr. Darian W. Unger USA Visiting Lecturer 
 
Environmental Engineer d Manage nt (EEM) 
1 In V 1
2. Prof Shang
 
Gender and Developm ies (G
1
 
Natural Resources Man nt (NR
1. Dr. Ambika P. Gautam Nepal Visiting Lecturer   1 July 2003-31 Dec. 2003 
 
Pulp and Paper Technology (PPT) 
1. Mr. Ewald Beivi Switzerla Adjunct Lecturer 1-30 Sept. 2003 
 
Regional and Rural Development Plannin
1. Dr. Giridhari Sharma Pa Nepal Visiting Lecturer 1-31 Oct. 2003 
2
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